
 

 

Press Release  
-FOR IMMEDIATE RELASE - 

 
‘The Honest Truth with Benito Vergotine’ – new night time talk show on 

Smile90.4FM. 
 

This September, Smile 90.4FM is bringing you a brand new late night talk show called ‘The Honest 
Truth’.    
 
Well respected radio personality Benito Vergotine will be kicking off his brand new show and 
anchoring this matter-of-fact, two-hour long program running between 8pm and 10pm, Monday to 
Thursday evenings, starting 4 September 2017.  Benito will be ably supported by top flight radio 
producer Christine Wessels.   
 
Radio’s potential to mould perception remains one of its most provocative aspects. As a radio brand 
committed to being a positive factor in the lives of our listeners, the Smile 90.4FM product is built on 
values of positivity, compassion and authenticity.  This includes amplifying the good news in the 
Mother City. 

 
“I encourage our content team to resist succumbing to the conventional negative news cycle. The 
psychological impact of regular exposure to negative news is well documented with results ranging 
from compassion fatigue, to community malaise, which in turn have depressing effects on social well-
being and economic progress.  Our goal is to create a space on radio where the listener can find respite 
from excessively negative information” said Smile 90.4FM’s Program Director, Clive Ridgway. 
 
Acknowledging that volatile and challenging topics cannot be avoided, we have created ‘The Honest 
Truth’ as a counter balance to our wholly positive workday programming.  We believe that we will be 
serving our listeners best by dealing with uncomfortable and controversial issues at night when we 
have enough time to properly contextualise and engage in thorough discussion. 

     
The first episode of The Honest Truth will be an investigation of media’s responsibility in conveying 
the honest truth.   
 
Guests will discuss the fine line between brutal honesty and sensationalism.  Benito be will 
investigating the role gratuitous reporting plays in normalising anti-social behaviour whilst also 
exploring ways to stay positive in an environment saturated by negative news.   



 

 

 
Show Anchor, Benito Vergotine: “On Monday the 4th of September I will be turning on the 
microphone for the first time as a talk show anchor. This is a challenge that is both daunting and 
exciting.  I have always romanticised about being a talk show host and have often marvelled at the 
artistry great talk show anchors have to draw the listener into the conversation.  I hope to follow in 
that tradition whilst looking into the many facets of the complex world we live and engage in.” 

 
In the past 4 years since joining the Smile 90.4FM team, I’ve had the wonderful opportunity of 
meeting many of our listeners.  I’m looking forward to the in-depth conversations about our fears 
and hopes for our country and community we can have after 8pm, when the dishes are done and 
the kids have been put into bed.  The words of author Ben Tauplin spring to mind.  He said, “Night 

air, good conversation, and a sky full of stars can heal almost any wound.”- said Show Producer, 
Christine Wessels.  

 
Be sure to tune in between 8pm and 10pm Monday to Thursday evenings for ‘The Honest Truth’. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS:  
About Smile 90.4FM 
Smile 90.4FM is a bilingual radio station that offers entertainment, information and 
inspiration to the upper LSM Metropolitan audience of Cape Town. The station took to the 
airwaves in Cape Town on 25 March 2013 with the purpose of putting a smile on every 
listener’s face. Smile 90.4FM’s growth in listenership has been phenomenal, making us Cape 
Town’s fastest growing radio station. Our listeners are mature, affluent, high earners with 
disposable income; are family orientated, care about their standard of living, their homes 
and general health and well-being. Smile 90.4FM has a unique offering, carries a unique 
positioning in the market and is a brand that both advertisers and listeners want to be 
associated with. 
 
‘THE HONEST TRUTH’  
Guests will include: 
Lance Witten (Deputy Editor of The Argus Digital),  Andrew Koopman (Editor of Son), Marelize 
Potgieter (Journalist at Die Huisgenoot) and Andre (the Big Positive Guy).   
 
 



 

 

 
 
CHANGES IN THE LINE UP: 
Ewan Strydom to replace Benito 12pm to 3pm  
Popular TV presenter Ewan Strydom joins the Smile 90.4FM workday line-up as of 4 September, where 
he will occupy the midday to 3pm seat in the studio vacated by Benito.  Ewan is a very good fit with 
the brand due to his family values, bilingualism and wholesome media profile.  
 
Smile Comedy Hour 
Smile 90.4FM’s signature comedy vignettes return with a vengeance once an hour on Saturdays and 
Sundays.  In addition, Smile’s resident comedians Angel Campey and Phil De Lange will co-host The 
Smile 90.4FM Comedy Hour between 9 and 10pm on Saturday evenings.  
 

 
FULL LINE UP: 
Monday to Friday  

5am – 6am  The Smile Early Bird Info Hour JM Henning 
6am – 9am Smile Breakfast Bobby Brown and Lindy Hibbard 
9am – 12pm Eloise Pretorius Eloise Pretorius 
12pm – 3pm Ewan Strydom Ewan Strydom 
3pm – 6pm Smile Drive Maurice Carpede and Bailey Schneider 
6pm – 8pm Smile All 80’s Show Sam Roy 
8pm – 10pm Smile - The Honest Truth (Monday to 

Thursday) 
Benito Vergotine 

10pm – 12am Winding Down with Dean Dean Friederich 

 


